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9/14/10 
Cumberland County Open Space and Recreation Master Plan 
SC# 09154.1 
 
MEETING MINUTES – Study Committee Meeting #3 
     
Meeting Dates:   September 9, 2010 
 
Meeting Time:    9:30 AM 
 
Location:    County Administration Building, Bridgeton 

 
Present:     See attached attendance list. 
 
 

1. Roger Ruske (Cumberland County Planning Board) began the meeting with introductions. 
 

2. Peter Simone and Stephen Sinclair (Simone Collins) gave a PowerPoint presentation to the 
Study Committee.  A summary of discussion items follows below.   The presentation is 
available for download in PDF format on the County’s project website: 
http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/173/251/761/2947/3098/8932/default.aspx 

 
3. Stephen Sinclair (Simone Collins) reviewed the final telephone survey results.  A report 

detailing the survey’s findings will be available on the County’s website soon (at the 
address listed above).  As with the preliminary survey results, the final results confirmed 
that County residents’ recreational needs are being met at the present time.  Even so, a 
strong majority of County residents (79% of respondents) would like more public parks, 
natural areas and open space areas to be preserved in the County. 
 

4. Possible roles for the County in the provision of open space and recreation were 
discussed.  Initial ideas include: 
 

a. Utilize Planning Tools (Encourage Municipalities to adopt Official Maps showing 
trails & parks). 

b. Coordinate with and assist municipalities and non-profits (preparation of Green 
Acres grant applications, etc.). 

c. Increase revenue in order to acquire and develop open space and recreation 
facilities while maintaining current level of farmland preservation (taxes, bonds, 
etc.). 

d. Encourage development of multi-use trails. 
e. Enhance access to water resources. 
f. Enhance existing municipal open space / recreation facilities.  



 
5. A series of flowcharts were presented to facilitate the discussion of the four broad 

categories that will guide preparation of the Open Space and Recreation Master Plan.  
These categories include: 

a. Funding   
b. Land Acquisition 
c. Linkages 
d. County Organizational Structure 

 
It was explained to the committee that the ideas presented in the flowcharts would need 
further consideration and that additional comments and suggestions should be sent to 
Simone Collins via email over the next two weeks. 

 
6. The Study Committee suggested: 

 
a. It was noted that many land trust organizations set up dedicated funds for land 

maintenance – for example, a $1 million dollar fund could have 3 to 5% withdrawn 
per year to fund maintenance operations. 

b. When considering areas of preservation, utilize the New Jersey Landscape Project 
data (from NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife).        
   

7. Peter Simone requested that any interested party send to Simone Collins a “wishlist” of 
sites to be considered for preservation within the next two weeks.  While the final plan will 
not identify specific parcels for preservation, general areas in the County will be 
prioritized.   

 
The preceding notes are the professional’s summation of the meeting and not an official transcript.  Please 
advise of any errors or omissions. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
SIMONE COLLINS 
Landscape Architecture 

 
Stephen Sinclair 
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